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Why some Seventh-day Adventist members leave
the church, and why some come back
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Gender of Respondents

60%

28 48.5%

50%

40%

30%

20%

10%

e Male Female




Age Now
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Marital Status Now
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Type of Educational Institution
Attended: Primary Level
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Type of Educational Institution
Attended: Secondary Level
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Type of Educational Institution
Attended: Bachelor’s Level
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Type of Educational Institution
Attended: Postgraduate Level

100%
90%
80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%

88.6%

e . 3.4%
] e
0%

SDA Non-SDA Both




Primary Influences for Becoming Adventist
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Secondary Influences for Becoming Adventist

12%

10.96% 10.96%
10% 92.17%
8%
6.62%
6% 5.48%
4.08% 4.20%
4% 3.31% 3.18%
2. 17% .
27 1 66% 1 78% 1 53% 2 047
’ 102%
0%
6\\\%\ @ \ \ -@ \(\O @%\ é@ Q\% \0 _ Q\‘o \0 \§\O \(\o &00
¢ & & o** \\*\ & L& e S e S
Q O o Y N I\ & ) 'SECOLNG \\A
57 ® 3 N & XN @O(\ R R RS w2
Y0 \6(\ € Q\\ -\3}0 00@ EN O © Lol \(\'\\0
O L@ o & R A < RS X
o X < & @ 2 S Q
o - 8 QA ¢
SRS O o
& ¢ @ & e @
@ & 2
o° S &S
< v 3
e
O(\
&<



Tertiary Influences for Becoming Adventist
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Length of Practicing Adventism
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22.0%
19.9%
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16.5%
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Length of Regular Church
Attendance
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17.0%
15% LY 13.5%
10%
6. 3% 7.1%

5%
0%

1-6 months 7-12 2-3years 4-5years 6-10years 11-15years longer

months




Helpfulness of Church Activities for
Assimilation during 15" 6 Months

Average Rating (if participated)
5
4.5 4.23
3.89 3.9
e 334 3.43 3.44
3.5 : :
3
2.5
2
1.5
1
0.5
0
regular small group regular special church Bible study  other
small group  with a Sabbath  Sabbath socials  on Daniel

special School School or
program class class Revelation




Length of Formal Membership
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Stage of Lite at Departure
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Process of Decision fo Leave
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Primary Triggers for Deparfure
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Secondary Triggers for Departure
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Tertiary Triggers for Departure
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Adventist Education a
Factor in Departuree
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Attending Adventist School
Increased Desire to Stay
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Attending Adventist School
Increased Desire to Leave
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Educational Influences to Stay
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Frequency of Spiritual Activities:
Personal Bible Study
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Frequency of Spiritual Activities:
Personal Prayer

70%
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Frequency of Spiritual Activities:
Family Worship
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Frequency of Spiritual Activities:
Study of Sabbath School Quarterly
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Frequency of Spiritual Activities:
Church Aid to Community

50%
45% 43.6%
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Frequency of Spiritual Activities:
Prayer Meeting
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35% 34.0%

30%
2 21.7%
20%
15%
" 9.3%
=
0%

Daily 1-3 a week 1-2 a month 1-4 a year




Frequency of Spiritual Activities:
Pathfinders/Youth Meetings

40%
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35%
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Frequency of Spiritual Activities:
Small Groups
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Frequency of Spiritual Acfivities:
Summer Camp/Evangelistic Programs
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Frequency of Spiritual Activities:
Services at Church
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Level of Engagement Before Leaving
(percentage of fime occupied in these roles
41%-100%)
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Types of Involvement

25%
19.8%
20%
15% 13.0% 13.6% 13.1% 13.8%
11.2%
o 8.0%
5% 3.8% 3.8%
0% I I
Y 5 < < O Y
F & @S & F©
© 9 o) o < @ & & o
N N\ > o NN
Ge' O @) NG @ R)
\ O O & N 0
o Q& O\ & &
b@ O e \(\O C\j(\ s\\(\
o N 9 A\ X
o O XS Q%
S S O
5 0
o) °
O




Frequency of Involvement in
Leadership Activities
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View of Christianity in First
Five Years after Baptism
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Change to View of
Christianity in Last 5 Years

60%

54.3%

50%

40%

30.7%
30%

20%

15.0%

10%
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View of Christianity at
Departure
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View of Adventist Church In
15t 5 Years after Baptism
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couldn't
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Change to View of Adventist
Church in Last 5 Years
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no yes, questioning  yes, frustrated by yes, losing
doctrine the people connectedness




25%

20%

15%

10%
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16.6%
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angry at
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14.5%

cold and
inflexible
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lacked
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View of Adventist Church at
Departure
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Still Believe: Authority of
Scripture
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Still Believe: Benefits to Bible
Study

100%
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Still Believe: Gift of Prophesy
(EGW])
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Still Believe: Benefits to
Studying Writings of EGW
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Change in Atffitude Toward
Adventist Docitrine
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Timing of Change in Attfitude
Toward Doctrine
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After Departure
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Religious Affiliation After
Departure
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Awareness of Developments
IN Adventism
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Sources of Information
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Feeling Toward Adventism
after Departure
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Attempts to Reconnect:

Has anyone attempted to reconnect since
you lefte
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Numlber of Aftfempts to
Reconnect
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Who Attempted to Reconnect
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Openness to Reconnect
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