


 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 



 







 

 

 



 

 

 



 



 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 







 About five years ago Bergamo s 
church was stagnant or even 
worse; in the process                    
of  a slow but                               
steady death                        
process. 



 At the beginning of  the Sabbath 
School program there were, in 
average, about 15 individuals. Church 
attendance during the worship was              
about 80 members,                   
maximum. 



 Very few baptisms: 

 In the year 2004 – 0  

 In the year 2005 – 6 



 Only 8 young people attended the 
pathfinder club. 

 Only 10 children in                              
the Sabbath School 



 The first elder started praying for 
his congregation. He was 
convinced that something had to 
be done to reverse this trend.  





 While interceding for his church he 
started visiting some of  the most 
influential church                    
members, trying to                            
win them to his                            
cause. It was not                                 
an easy task. 



 He believed that through prayer, the 
study of  the word, fellowship and the 
engagement of  a growing number of  
church members a meaningful change 
would happen.



 





 They started: 
  A weekly meeting for church elders (Tuesday) 

  A home group (Wednesday) 

  A fellowship meeting (Sabbath Evening) 

  Meetings for women 

  Special programs for young people



 They established the Sabbath 
School Action Units – 10 Sabbath 
School classes. 



 They began to pay much more 
attention to children. They introduced 
the Grace Link program and started 
training and coaching Sabbath School 
teachers. 



 They felt that the growth and motivation 
would continue, so they initiated 8 home 
groups. Right now, besides the many 
visitors, the home groups are praying for        
856 people.



  In 2007  

   26 baptisms 

   +120 attending church 

  In 2008  

   26 baptisms  

   +160 attending church  

  In 2009  

   19 baptisms 

   200 attending church 





 From September to December 2007, 
30 new individuals started paying               
their tithe 
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 The Pathfinder Club attendance 
increased from 8 to 40 

 Children’s Sabbath School attendance 

   increased from 10 to 24











 At present Bergamo is in the process of  
organizing three of  its groups as new 
churches:  Boario, Treviglio and Lecco 



 18 teams of  3 to 4 members from the 
churches where the program is already 
running are visiting the churches 
willing to implement it. 



 On account of  this program the Italian Northern 
Field is growing quicker that the rest of  the Italian 
Fields. In the next slide is a table comparing the 
statistical data of  the 4 Italian Fields. 



(from Jan. 2007 thru Sept. 2008)

Activity Sicilian 
Field 

Southern 
Field 

Central 
Field 

Northern 
Field 

Number of Members   (as of December 2007) 1471 846 2903 2769 

Churches 20 15 34 42 

Organized Groups 5 5 5 

Baptisms / Accepted by vote and Confession of 
Faith 

32 46 129 257 

Members who give Bible Studies 143 60 102 186 

Organized Sabbath School Action Units 79 40 202 227 

Small Family Group 68 35 89 164 

People Interested 224 120 320 616 







Have you already 
consider that a similar 
experience may also 
happen in your field? 



Inter European Division





 

Home 
Church 



4 Questions Related to Church Growth  
 



Inter European Division





Members who have  
decided to engage themselves in the  
service for the church



Members who have  
decided to engage themselves  
in outreach



Members who have  
decided to participate  
in Smalls Groups 





Churches that applied the principles of the 
SSAU grew in several areas  
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